FISHING LAKE FIRST NATION #89
Box 508 Wadena, SK SOA 4J0

RM ef Sasman Ne. 336

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Fishing Lake First Nation and R.M. of Sasman No. 336 Celebrate Grand Opening of
Collaborative Roadway Project
Improving Safety, Connectivity, and Community Infrastructure Through Innovation and Partnership
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Fishing Lake First Nation, SK — October 28, 2025. Fishing Lake First Nation and the Rural
Municipality (R.M.) of Sasman No. 336 are proud to announce the grand opening of their long-
anticipated Roadway Project, a collaborative infrastructure initiative focused on improving safety,
accessibility, and sustainability for all who travel through the area.

This project represents the culmination of several years of planning and partnership. Discussions
first began in 2022 when the R.M. of Sasman No. 336 explored opportunities to enhance Grid 665,
a vital roadway connecting community members, local services, and surrounding regions. In 2024,
these efforts were revitalized through a renewed partnership with Fishing Lake First Nation to move
forward with a joint approach to roadway rehabilitation.
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Project Background and Purpose
The partnership identified several key priorities that shaped the project’s direction, with safety
topping the list.

« Working in collaboration with the RCMP detachment in Wadena, the partnership successfully
secured funding through the SGI Traffic Safety Fund to install radar speed signs near the Chief
Sabitawasis School.

« A traffic count conducted by the R.M. revealed that over 500 vehicles travel Grid 665 daily,
with more recent counts indicating a significant increase.

« The roadway had become too wide and lacked a proper crown, creating ongoing maintenance
challenges and safety risks.

« Dust control and pedestrian safety, especially near the Nation’s administrative and service
buildings, were key community concerns. Recognizing that the cost of full paving was not feasible,
the partners explored innovative and cost-effective alternatives to improve the road’s longevity and
safety.
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Collaboration Through Sylvite Four — Six

Fishing Lake First Nation is an active member of the Sylvite Four — Six initiative, a regional
partnership of over 60 communities that includes First Nations, rural municipalities, towns, villages,
and the City of Humbolt that are within a 90-kilometre radius of the BHP Jansen Mine Project. The
initiative, funded by BHP, the Province of Saskatchewan, and PrairiesCan, fosters collaboration
on regional infrastructure and economic development projects.

During a Sylvite Four — Six Board of Directors meeting hosted by Fishing Lake First Nation at Chief
Sabitawasis School in July 2024, discussions highlighted the shared roadway challenges between
Fishing Lake First Nation and the R.M. of Sasman No. 336. The meeting also revealed successful
examples from the R.M. of Prairie Rose No. 309, which had recently completed three roadway
projects using innovative road stabilization technologies.
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Innovation and Sustainable Solutions

Inspired by these examples, the partners toured the R.M. of Prairie Rose No. 309 sites and
connected with Forus Construction, who introduced them to Gravelock and SB-90, two high-
performance products designed to extend the life of gravel roads while enhancing safety and
reducing maintenance costs.

These products commonly used in Alberta and adopted by municipalities such as the R.M. of
Sherwood No. 159 near Regina offered an ideal solution for the Fishing Lake—Sasman project. SB-
90, in particular, provides an alternative to traditional pavement that is durable, cost-effective, and
environmentally sustainable.

A Shared Vision for the Future

Through this partnership, Fishing Lake First Nation and the R.M. of Sasman No. 336 have
demonstrated the power of collaboration between Indigenous and municipal governments.
Together, they have created a safer, more efficient roadway that benefits all travelers while
showcasing innovation and regional cooperation.

“This project reflects what’s possible when communities come together with a shared purpose,” said
Fishing Lake First Nation Chief Darcy Desjarlais. “It's about safety, partnership, and building
infrastructure that serves both our members and our neighbours.”

“We’re proud to stand alongside Fishing Lake First Nation on this project,” added R.M. of Sasman
No. 336 Reeve Monte Rumbold. “By working together, we’ve built more than just a road—we’ve
built stronger connections between our communities.”
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(Left-Right) FLFN Council member Fenton Paquachan, Chief Darcy Desjarlais, COWAI Lead Brent Sunshine,
R.M. Sasman No. 336 Reeve Monte Rumbold, Forus Construction Phil Mc Elheran.

Grand Opening Event

The Roadway Project Grand Opening was held on October 28th at the Percy Severight Memorial
Hall in Kylemore SK. The event included remarks from leadership, community representatives, and
partners, followed by a ribbon-cutting ceremony.




